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Guiding Principles  

 

 

 

7th July 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Re: September Curriculum  

As a Church of England school, our Christian values continue to underpin every decision that we make 

and our curriculum is no exception. When we reopen In September, children will access a streamlined 

curriculum during the first four weeks of term. This is to enable a focus on core skills and ensure that 

children have the base knowledge and understanding to enable them to make good progress 

throughout the 2020-21 academic year. This addendum will begin on 7th September following two 

days of transition activities with their new teacher. 

The focus subjects will be: English, Maths, PE, RE, P4C and Art, all chosen because they teach core 

skills, or because they provide a vehicle to overcome wellbeing concerns. The whole school will use 

the stimulus text ‘Voices in the Park’ by Anthony Browne. This has been chosen because it provides 

four concepts which are key to sharing experiences and supporting children back to school following 

the COVID closures: friendship, perceptions, identity and hope. In the book, four different voices tell 

the story of a shared experience of a walk in the park. Each person shares a different perspective of 

the same event and illustrates how different personalities and outlooks can perceive the same thing 

in many different ways.  

During this period, there will be three assessment days during which children in KS2 will sit tests, or in 

KS1 and FS, carry out practical assessment-based activities. Following this, we will hold an 

extraordinary INSET day on Friday 25th September. This day will be used for senior leaders to meet 

with every teacher to discuss their pupils’ attainment and progress following the basic skills focus and 

assessment days. On this INSET day, targets and trajectories will be set for every child and any 

requiring additional support will be identified and intervention plans put in place. We hope to hold 

Parents’ Evenings soon after (6th & 7th October) to share this information with parents - this is subject 

to government guidance at the time.  

We hope that this document will explain further our curriculum approach and help to alleviate any 

concerns that you may have about your child’s academic achievement and wellbeing. Your children 

have always been, and remain, at the heart of everything we do at St Mary’s. Above all, we will 

continue to offer them the love, care and support they deserve. If you have any questions, please do 

not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher or the school office.  

Best Wishes 
 
 
 
Miss Robinson    Mrs Pearson  
Headteacher    Deputy Headteacher  
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