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Guiding Principles  

 

 

2nd June 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

Re: Guiding principles for our summer term curriculum  

As a Church of England school, our Christian values continue to underpin every decision that we make. 

Our curriculum is no exception. This booklet sets out our summer term curriculum and assessment 

priorities, beginning 8th June 2020. This has been written with the purpose of meeting children’s acute 

needs in a time of national crisis, and also to ensure equity for our children, whether they are learning 

in school or at home. Our guiding principles have shaped our curriculum as follows.  

We educate for hope and aspiration 
Wellbeing is always at the forefront of our work in school, but in such unprecedented times, this will 
take on even greater prominence in our curriculum. Concepts such as worry, loss and loneliness will 
be addressed through discrete, daily P4C sessions. This will be pivotal in enabling healing, repair and 
renewal for our children.   
 
We educate for wisdom, knowledge and skills 
We believe that every child needs a firm understanding of the basic skills for their year group in order 
to give them a strong foundation to build on. For this reason, English and Maths will continue to be 
prioritised. Assessment, as always, is a key part of this and informs teachers’ planning and preparation 
to support the needs of every child.  
 
We educate for community and living well together 
A core focus of our summer term curriculum will be safety. We aim to support children to live well in 
a rapidly changing society. This will include learning about key hygiene measures and maintaining 
healthy relationships. PE will be used to facilitate children learning games and activities to play whilst 
social distancing with the aim of maintaining a sense of normality and fun to support their mental 
wellbeing.  
 
We educate for dignity and respect 
Each person is unique and of inherent worth: recognition of this is fundamental. Religious Education 
will continue to support our children to value both their own, and others’, significance. It will also be 
a vehicle to enable children to confidently explore the strength of their faith.  
 

We hope that this document will help to explain our curriculum approach and alleviate any concerns 

that you may have during these challenging times. Your children have always been, and remain, at the 

heart of everything we do at St Mary’s. Above all, we will continue to offer them the love, care and 

support they deserve. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher 

or the school office.  

Best Wishes 
 
 
 
Miss Robinson    Mrs Pearson  
Headteacher    Deputy Headteacher  
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