
NEWSLETTER
Dear Parents/Carers 

It is with great pleasure that I reflect on the myriad of enriching experiences our
pupils have enjoyed this week. School has been abuzz with activity, fostering
both educational growth and memorable adventures.

Y6 pupils embarked on an excursion to Trent Bridge, immersing themselves in
the rich history and atmosphere of this iconic cricket venue. Meanwhile, our Y2
cohort ventured to Bluebell Dairy, where they encountered Highland Cows and
even met the beloved Peter Rabbit. Not to be outdone, Reception pupils
journeyed to Perlethorpe, bringing traditional tales to life through imaginative
re-enactments.

In a testament to our commitment to diverse learning experiences, Y5
welcomed the Peak District Survival School, engaging in outdoor education that
challenged and inspired in equal measure.

Beyond these experiential learning opportunities, I am delighted to announce a
that our Y5/6 Athletics Team demonstrated exceptional skill and determination,
securing an impressive second place at the district finals! 

As we continue to nurture both academic excellence and holistic development,
these experiences and achievements serve as a reminder of the vibrant,
multifaceted education we strive to provide at St Mary’s.

Best Wishes
Miss Robinson
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Issue #19

World Book Day - 6.3.25
Y5 PGL Residential - 3-7.3.25
Y5/6 Tag Rugby - 4.3.25
Y4 Parents Multiplication Meeting - 6.3.25
KS1 Cross Country - 2.4.25

DATES FOR THE DIARY #COURAGE
OVERCOMFORT

You can donate and sponsor our team events
here: Go Fund Me 
Total raised so far: £1778

Y1 - Learning about pushes and pulls through a tug of war!  27.2.25

https://www.gofundme.com/f/courageovercomfort?utm_source=copy_link&utm_medium=customer&utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_content=amp8_c&attribution_id=sl:8a0ddbfb-cae6-4b31-8cc5-fc8417ccd950
https://www.gofundme.com/f/courageovercomfort?utm_source=copy_link&utm_medium=customer&utm_campaign=man_sharesheet_dash&utm_content=amp8_c&attribution_id=sl:8a0ddbfb-cae6-4b31-8cc5-fc8417ccd950


Year 6 have had a lovely week which started off with some digging! They have been reading
their new novel of 'holes' and got to experience what it was like to dig a hole and feel the
emotion and overwhelming sense of pride that it meant to be finished. They are going to use
this to write a missing chapter! In Maths, they have been learning how to add and subtract
decimals with support from place value charts. In Geography, they have located different
countries and states within North America before describing which part of the hemisphere it is
located in. In RE, they have learnt about the resurrection of Jesus from Luke 24 1-49. Next
week, they are going to be learning about how light can be affected by different materials and
colours. In English, they will be producing their independent write using everything they have
learnt this week. 

Year 4 have had a lovely first week back. At the beginning of the week, the children engaged in
some role play all about the impact of palm oil. They put themselves into the role of ‘Rainforest
Reps’ and ‘Plantation Owners’. They discussed the impact that farming palm oil has on the
rainforest and put their points across to persuade the plantation owners to farm palm oil more
sustainably. In Maths, we have started our work on fractions and thought about how we can
find out the denominator of a fraction by looking at all the parts. In P.E, we have started our
basketball unit where we have been recapping how to pass the ball using chest pass. We
remembered so much! Next week, we will be working persuasive letters to the plantation
owners to persuade them to stop farming palm oil or to farm it more sustainably. 

Reception - Mrs Price  

Y1 - Miss Bower 

Y2 started the week by creating an imaginary community for their hook for their new novel
James and the Giant Peach. We’ve read a few chapters of the book, discussing the vocabulary
and making predictions throughout. We explored peaches and used the adjectives soft, fuzzy
and hairy to describe them before eating them. Some of us had never tried a peach and
thought they were juicy and delicious! Next week we will read some more of the text before
writing the next chapter. In Maths we’ve continued our unit on multiplication and division. This
week we’ve concentrated on multiplying and dividing by 10 and looked at how these number
facts are linked. Next week we'll concentrate on consolidating our learning on multiplication
and division and practise problem solving and reasoning activities. In PE we've practised chest
passes recalling our knowledge of the Y1 basketball topic. In Computing we're continuing our
topic on creation stories. We're going to be creating backgrounds, moving pictures and
adding text to tell the story of James and the Giant Peach. We enjoyed a mid-week treat to
Bluebell’s Dairy  Farm where we were lucky enough to see calves, chicks and lambs. We were
able to feed lots of animals including pigs, goats, sheep, cows and alpacas. This was the first
time that some of us had fed farm animals. The animals licked our fingers, and it felt funny! We
enjoyed ending the afternoon on the park and bouncy pillow. 

Y2 - Mrs Turvey

Y4 - Miss Cave 

Y5 - Mrs Pearson  

Y6 - Miss Smith 

Y3 - Miss Wain 

 A fantastic week this week for year one. In English this week we have started to explore non-
chronological reports, we have discussed the fact these are non-fiction texts. We are starting
to plan our own reports, ready to write soon. In Maths, we have been working on finding tens
and ones within numbers to 50, we have been grouping tens and then counting the rest of the
ones. In Geography we have been recapping the points on the compass and using these to
give directions. Next week in DT, we will be testing different materials to see which would be
the most suitable to make a boat. We have had outdoor learning this week where we explored
a lot about different forces, we looked at push and pull forces, friction and gravity! 

.

This week the children have continued looking at fractions in Maths and have been looking at
making a whole, comparing fractions and looking at their numerators and denominators. In
English, the children became explorers and went on an adventure around school similar, to
one in our new focus novel, Shackleton’s Journey. In RE the children made a Big Frieze and
labelled this to understand the order of the stories in the Bible. In Computing, the children
looked at adding animation to their work and making their images, text and slides move. In
Science, the children learnt about the way light travels and represented this with an image in
their books. In P4C the children thought about consent and why this is important, how we can
give this and how we can refuse this. We also thought about where we could go for help if we
needed it. In Geography, we began to explore Antarctica and the children labelled the
different research stations on the continent to show which countries claimed the land.

This week in Y5, we have started our Fraction unit in maths where the children have shown
great understanding in multiplying fractions by an integer. In English, we used drama to
explore some illustrations which we have used as inspiration to create a suspense story as an
independent write. In Science, the children have continued with the unit 'Properties of
Materials' and explored reversible and irreversible change. On Thursday, we had our Forest
School afternoon with Peak District and enjoyed using our navigation skills to explore and
follow maps. Next week, the children are very excited for PGL.

This week in English, we read the story of the Three Little Pigs. We began exploring the key
features and language of traditional tales. After that, we completed our story map to prepare
for writing parts of the story. Next week, we will explore the good and bad characters in
traditional tales. To help us with this, we will be doing a "role on the wall" activity and hot
seating. To support us in English this half term, we visited Perthorpe Activity Center, and we
had an amazing time! We explored the woods and acted out "The Three Little Pigs" and "The
Three Billy Goats Gruff." It was wonderful to see the children so engaged in the activities. In
the afternoon, we created nature potions and made habitats for different woodland animals.
In Maths this week, we explored measuring length and height. We used a range of resources
to support our learning. It has been great to see the children using these resources during
their independent work to add detail to their plans. 

Y2- Trying peaches linked to our novel - 24.2.25

Y5- creating maps outdoors 27.2.25

Y3 -  Outdoor adventures 24.2.25



OPAL
The children have made the most of the sunshine when it came
out this week by sunbathing! We have also seen a few children
from Y3 creating natural mud and clay sculptures, inspired by the
artist Barbara Hepworth, who they’ve recently studied as part of
their curricular learning. Y1 were then gave this a go too! It was
great to see the children bringing this new knowledge into their
play! 

We have also seen the older year groups demonstrating the
exploration of play through trajectory movements, running after
one another moving with clear direction and speed. 

Another fun week of outdoor play and learning with OPAL! 

SCULPTURES

Many parents have
sent children with

puddle suits - these
have been really

helpful in keeping
them dry and mud-

free. 

This may be
something you want
to consider for your

child. 

Joshua Y5

GOLDEN BROOM
WINNER 

Y5

GOLDEN WELLY
AWARD 

tyres 
sit on cars / tractors / vehicles 
buckets
spades
prams
wooden planks
sand play equipment 

RESOURCES WE NEED: 








