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Upcoming Diary Dates: 
Y3 Trip to Yorkshire Sculpture Park - 13.11.24
KS1 Athletics Competition -14.11.24
Y2 Trip to ‘The Deep’ - 20.11.24
Y3/4 Athletics - 21.11.24
Y1 - Sculptor in Residence Day - 29.11.24
KS1 Dodgeball Competition - 3.12.24
Whole School Panto Trip - 4.12.24
EYFS Nativity - 10.12.24 2pm & 5pm 
Y3 Trip to Veolia - 11.12.24
Carols on the Playground - 11.12.24 3.30pm
Christingle Workshops - 12.12.24
Christmas Discos – 12.12.24 6pm - 8.30pm 
KS1 Nativity - 16.12.24 2pm & 5pm 
Christmas Service (led by Y4) - 18.12.24
Christmas Lunch - 19.12.24

Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome back! I am delighted to share with you the vibrant
tapestry of experiences and achievements that continue to
enrich our school life. 

Our pupils have already been out on a range of educational
visits, with Y4 exploring Trent Lock and Y6 delving into the
historical significance of Bletchley Park. These trips not only
complement our curriculum but also foster a deeper
understanding of our world and its history.

In addition, I am proud to announce that some of our senior
Worship Leaders represented our school at the diocese 'Pupil
Leaders of Worship' Conference, further developing their
leadership skills and spiritual growth.

We are making strides in our Class Fundraising Champions
initiative: Y6 and Y2 now have parent volunteers - thank you!
However, we still seek volunteers for other classes. Your
involvement in this role would be invaluable in supporting
our school community.

This term, we are focusing on the value of love. This
fundamental principle will be celebrated and reinforced in all
our Gold Award worships, encouraging our pupils to embody
this virtue in their daily lives. 

As always, I am grateful for your continued support and
engagement in our school's journey.

Best Wishes 
Miss Robinson

Y5 -  Enjoying their book club session in the library  8.11.24

Reception - enjoying a walk in Brierley Forest 7.11.24 

We choose courage over comfort because we know that ‘the Lord our God is with us’. 



.

Year 6 have had a wonderful start. They have written a persuasive leaflet all
about evacuation as part of their independent write. In maths, they have moved
on from short division to long division. This is an extremely tricky concept to
understand, and they did absolutely fantastically at it! In DT they have been
researching into the different types of planes that were used during WW2 to
identify why they were appropriate in comparison to horses and tanks. This
linked in nicely when they went to Bletchley Park to learn all about the Enigma
Code that was used during the war. In computing they have evaluated their own
pieces of code by identifying what was tricky, what they found easy and what
would do next time and why. In science they have looked at what adaptation is,
including the three different types and why animals could adapt to their
environment. Next week, they will begin practising the skills they need to write
two letters in different roles. 

Year 4 have had a really busy first week back and have been working so hard! They
kicked the week off by learning all about the features of an explanation text. They
analysed examples of different explanation texts and found all the relevant features. In
Maths, they have started to learn about what is meant by area. In their practical session,
they used sticky notes to create different rectilinear shapes. They soon realised that
different shapes could have the exact same area! In Geography, the children recapped
some of their learning from Y3 on volcanoes and created a double page spread
showcasing their learning. Then they attended a trip to Trent Lock as a hook into their
new learning about rivers/flooding. The children learnt all about the parts of a river,
settlements around rivers and the differences between rivers and canals. The children
absolutely loved this trip. They asked so many relevant questions and really made the
most of their learning!

Reception - Mrs Price  

Class Updates 

Y1 - Miss Bower 

Y2 have had a great first week back. In English we've started looking at our new text
'Flotsam' we've made predictions, looked at lots of underwater pictures and watched
videos about the effect that plastic is having in the ocean. We've enjoyed having water
and sea creatures in our small world area. In Maths we're continuing with our unit on
addition and subtraction. This week we've been adding and subtracting three one-digit
numbers. Next week we're going to start using base 10 to support us with adding larger
numbers and bridging 10. In art we've started our new unit by recapping line from Y1.
We've practised drawing straight, wavy and scribble lines and next week we'll look at our
new lines for Y2. In science we explored different materials, feeling them and using
adjectives to describe how they feel. We've enjoyed being in our outdoor area where
we've had a new art area to complete nature art, small world area and some new
construction items.

Y2 - Mrs Turvey

Y4 - Miss Cave 

Y5 - Mr Terry  

Y6 - Miss Smith 

Y3 - Miss Wain 

#CourageOverComfort

Current/Upcoming Fundraisers and sponsored
Events 

Mrs Turvey, Mr Gibbons and Miss Robinson -
Derby 10 Mile Race 
Full Staff Event - Spinathon (possibly staff vs
parents!)

Y1 have had a fantastic first week back, they have loved learning in our remodelled
outdoor area, we have built some fantastic dens, rode motor bikes, and even rolled
inside the tyres. In English this week we had an unexpected visit from a robot, we
shared ideas on why he might be here, where he might have come from and if he had
any friends anywhere else. We then read our new story “The Robot and the Bluebird.” 
In maths this week we have been using the part whole model again, but instead of
adding the two parts together to find the whole, we challenged ourselves to find a part
using our takeaway skills. In history this week we learnt about Remembrance Day and
discovered the different historical sources we could use to find out more. We practised
our running in PE and tried to improve our technique to help us run even faster. Next
week we will be starting to write our narrative using our plan, we will continue to use
the part whole model in maths, and we will be creating a weather diary in science to
decide the right clothing for this season. 

In English, we have been learning about owls. We have an important task: to write a
non-fiction text that persuades Miss Smith of the significance of owls. We began by
creating a list of what we already know about them. Next, we discussed what we would
like to learn and compiled a list of questions. We talked about how we could conduct
research to find the new information needed to answer our questions. We explored
non-fiction books and examined their key features. In maths, we have focused on
numbers 1,2 and 3. We have practiced finding objects that represent these numbers.
The children enjoyed going on a number hunt within the classroom looking for
different objects. We have also practiced subitising when looking at the
representations. Then during our outdoor learning we went on a number hunt and
collected lots of different resources to use in the classroom. We also had wonderful
time at Brierley Forest. The children enjoyed walking through the forest, and we then
had an amazing time in the park. We especially enjoyed jumping in all the puddles

Y2 - Using their new nature art area 7.11.24

This week the children have continued to look at addition and subtraction and have
been using the column method to subtract across a ten. In English, we have begun our
new class novel,: The Iron Woman. We have started planning an alternative setting
description. We thought about what the book might be about and did some drama to
create freeze frames. In Computing, the children attempted to debug software to make
the code work. In History, we looked at a range of primary and secondary sources and
then categorised a range of sources from the roman era. In RE we learnt the difference
between a gospel and a letter and in Art, we learnt how to use the stippling technique to
create visual features.

Y4 - Making rectilinear shapes 06.11.24

What a week! No messing around in Year 5, we have dived straight into multiplication
and division, looking at vocabulary linked to the topic such as factors and multiples. In
English, we have started our new text, Freedom by Catherine Johnson. This text has
already challenged our thinking, focusing on the theme of slavery. The children have
been very thoughtful and reflective so far. We also enjoyed our Book Club session this
week where the children explored all that is on offer in our library. They were writing
book reviews for their favourite reads and exploring our topic box with texts related to
our Science and DT units. 

So far, we have raised £196.94. We’re
aiming for a huge £10,000 and plan to run
events all year. 

1.

Staff are joining in - you can see some of
their planned events below and on the next
page.

2.

We now have class champions for 2 classes:
Y6 and Y2. We still need volunteers for each
class - could you help?

3.

Find out much out more on our
website page: #CourageOverComfort

https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/courageovercomfort/



