
EYFS Welcome Meeting

September 2026 



Staff Profile A little about me:

- My name is Miss Martin and I have just recently 
joined St Mary’s in September. 

- I completed a degree in Childhood Studies at 
Sheffield Hallam University before working as 
teaching assistant for a few years. I then went on to do 
my PGCE at Nottingham Trent University. 

- I have always loved working in schools and being part 
of children’s learning and development, and I 
particularly love Reception because no two days are 
the same! It’s such a special year where you see the 
children develop so much in their confidence, 
independence and learning.

- Outside of school, I love walking my Cocker Spaniel 
Ruby and keeping active! I am also a foodie and love 
going out to eat and going on holiday with my friends 
and family. 



Staff Profile: Miss Murfitt 

▪ Miss Murfitt is our wonderful teaching 
assistant. 

▪ She has worked at St Mary’s for 2 years 
and is the OPAL Co Ordinator for our 
school. 

▪ In her spare time, Miss Murfitt loves 
going to watch the football, and is a 
devoted Stags fan! 



Classroom Charter
• We came up with our class 

charter during the first week 
of school together. 

• The children discussed all the 
ways that we can show these 
every day when interacting 
with each other, and during 
play.

• We also linked these to our 
school values. Our class 
charter is very important in 
this class! 



Attendance and Punctuality 

School Absences Session Times 



Health and Safety

▪ Please find a link to our ‘Administering Medication’ policy: 
https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.a
sp?id=3463

▪ Nut Free school – please do not send nut products or products that may 
contain nuts into school. 

https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=3463
https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=3463


Our School Values 
Our values are: 
Respect
 Love 
 Courage 
 Honesty 
Forgiveness

- In Reception, we model these 
through everyday routines, 
stories, play and relationships.

-  - We notice and praise children 
when they demonstrate our 
school values, and we actively 
model these to the children. 
Our aim is to help them to see 
the school values within their 
own actions. 



Our School Vision 



Our Behaviour Policy















You can find our full Behaviour Policy on our 
school website by following the link below: 

Behaviour Policy June 2026.pdf

file:///C:/Users/SSM-EmilyCave/OneDrive%20-%20SNMAT/St%20Mary's%20Admin%20-%20General/Policies/2025-2026/Summer/Behaviour%20Policy%20June%202026.pdf


▪ As you may already be aware, the DFE introduced a new EYFS framework, commencing 
September 2021. 

What does this mean for your child?

▪ Your child will follow the updated EYFS framework and will work towards the final 
assessment at the end of the Reception 

▪ year, using the new ELGs (Early learning goals). These goals are short statements that 
teachers assess your child against at 

▪ the end of the year. The 7 main areas of learning remain the same. These are:

7 prime areas – Early learning goals 



▪ As part of the changes to the new framework, it also means that there is less emphasis on 
recording paperwork,  meaning we, as adults, can spend more time with your child getting 
to know them and having those quality interactions. The new framework is also more 
aligned with the KS1 curriculum, further ensuring your child’s educational journey from 
reception to KS1 is building upon previous knowledge. 

Reception Baseline

▪ The reception baseline assessment, or RBA is a short, interactive and practical assessment 
of your child’s early  literacy, communication, language and mathematics skills when they 
begin in school. It will be undertaken with your  child’s class teacher and will measure your 
child’s progress from reception to year 6. The school, the teachers and you, as parents will 
not be shared and the data will only be accessed by the DFE. The teacher will be able to 
spend  quality 1-1 time with your child, getting to know them and if they need any further 
support in certain areas. When your child reaches year 6, you will be able to see the progress 
your child has made throughout their school journey. 









Reading in Reception 
▪ Your child will bring home a book with no words and will do for the next few weeks.

▪ Here are a few tips for sharing wordless picture books with your child: 

▪ Recognise that there are no ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ ways to read a wordless book. One of the wonderful 
benefits of using wordless books is how each child creates their own story (or stories!) from the 
same pictures. 

▪ Spend time looking at the cover and talking about the book’s title. Based on those two things, 
make a few predictions about the story. 

▪  Take a “picture walk” through the pages of the book. Look carefully at the expressions on 
characters’ faces, the setting and the colours they can see. Talk to each other about what you see. 
These conversations will enrich the storytelling. 

▪  Enjoy the pictures and point out a few things, but don’t worry too much about telling a story yet. 
Just enjoy the pictures and get a sense of what the book is about. 

▪  Go back through the book a second time and get ready for some great storytelling! Consider 
going first and acting as a model for your child. Have different voices for the characters, add 
sound effects and use interesting words in your version of the book.



▪ Encourage your child to “read” you the book with their storytelling. Focus on the 
words your child uses when they  tell the story. Help your child expand their 
sentences or thoughts by encouraging them to add information from the 
illustration’s details. One way to encourage more details is by asking “W” 
questions: Who? Where? When? Why? 

▪  Finish your wordless book sharing by asking a few simple questions: What 
pictures helped you tell the story? What was your favourite part of your story? 
Have you had an experience like the one in your story? 

▪ Sharing wordless books is a terrific way to build important literacy skills, including 
listening skills, vocabulary, comprehension — and an increased awareness of how 
stories are “built,” as the storyteller often uses a beginning, middle, end format. 
For a book with no words, you’ll be surprised at all the talking you will do, and all 
the fun you’ll have!!



Reading and phonics
Reading is vital! Please ensure that you read with your child at least 5 times 
a week and record this in their reading diaries.

Reading diaries will be checked by staff regularly throughout the week 
and reminders sent to families that haven't read.

It is important to remember that reading is not just about 'reading words' 
and involves comprehension too!

Tips to help at home with reading: 
https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?i
d=229 

https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=229
https://www.stmarymagdaleneprimary.co.uk/attachments/documents.asp?id=229










Our Curriculum



Our Wider Curriculum 







Continuous Provision - 

Continuous Provision - 

 Continuous provision describes all of the different provision areas which are available for children to use every 
day. Within each of these areas of provision there should be a core range of resources that children can use all of 
the time, throughout the whole year.  

Why is Continuous Provision Important? 

▪  Carefully planned continuous provision will enable children to learn skills, will challenge their thinking and help 
them to embed concepts. It should also provide the context for a variety of learning conversations between 
children and adults with rich opportunities for modelling and extending speech and vocabulary. It is within this 
learning environment that the children will also develop key learning attributes. 

▪ It should also provide the context for a variety of learning conversations between children and adults with rich 
opportunities for modelling and extending speech and vocabulary. It is within this learning environment that 
the children will also develop key learning attributes. The purpose of Continuous Provision is to provide a 
continuous and constant resource to allow children to explore their interests, start projects or consolidate 
learning. 

▪ We will be introducing plan, do, review to the children soon. In the plan-do review process, children make plans, 
carry them out, and reflect on what they have done. In doing so, children learn to take initiative, solve problems, 
work with others, and accomplish their goals - their play becomes more purposeful and focused. 



Outdoor learning - 

▪ Outdoor learning  Every Wednesday afternoon we use the larger outdoor spaces within school as part of our learning time. 
Learning outside the classroom supports the development of healthy and active lifestyles by offering children opportunities for 
physical activity, freedom and movement, and promoting a sense of well-being.

▪  Learning outside the classroom gives children contact with the natural world and offers them experiences that are unique to 
outdoors, such as direct contact with the weather and the seasons.

▪  Playing and learning outside also helps children to understand and respect nature, the environment and the interdependence of 
humans, animals, plants, and lifecycles.

▪  Outdoor play also supports children’s problem-solving skills and nurtures their creativity, as well as providing rich opportunities 
for their developing imagination, inventiveness and resourcefulness. 

▪ Children need an outdoor environment that can provide them with space, both upwards and outwards, and places to explore, 
experiment, discover, be active and healthy, and to develop their physical capabilities. 

▪  The outdoor environment offers space and therefore is particularly important to those children who learn best through active 
movement. Very young children learn predominately through their sensory and physical experiences which supports brain 
development and the creation of neural networks. 

▪  For many children, playing outdoors at their early years setting may be the only opportunity they have to play safely and freely 
while they learn to assess risk and develop the skills to manage new situations. We ask that you send wellys into school ( these can 
be let in a bag on their pegs if you like). It is important that children have shoes to change into as we do get muddy during these 
sessions and we do not want to track this mud back into school. You may also like to send a different outdoor coat for this session 
as it also may get dirty



Proposed Fieldwork

Autumn

• Walk to 
Brierley Forest 
Country Park 
(Date to be 
confirmed)   

Spring

• Wednesday 
10th February 
2027

• Perlethorpe

Summer

• White Post 
Farm

• (Date to be 
confirmed)



PE and Sports

• We are supported by SH Active

• https://shactivesports.co.uk/

• Last year, we were awarded the 
Gold School Games Award.

• Currently, we have a qualified 
dance teacher leading our dance 
curriculum across school. 

• Our PE day is Monday

• Outdoor learning – ‘Welly 
Wednesday’ each week.

PE Uniform

• Plain sky blue T-shirt

• Plain navy blue shorts

• Plain navy jogging bottoms

• Plain black plimsols or trainers

• Plan navy blue zip jacket (no hoods)

Please ensure that any branding is kept 
to a minimum. 

Can we kindly request that you label 
all children's clothing clearly to prevent 
losses. Please note that earrings are not 
allowed to be worn for PE.

https://shactivesports.co.uk/
https://shactivesports.co.uk/


After School Clubs

Day Club Age range Led by Time Price 

Monday 

Dance R, Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 SH Active 3:15-4:15pm £44 (£4 per session)

Energise All year groups Kitty 3:15-4:15pm FREE

Tuesday 

Archery Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 SH Active 3:15-4:15pm £44 (£4 per session)

British Sign Language Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 Mrs Summers 3:15-4:15pm £33 (£3 per session)

OPAL Stay and Play All year groups Mrs Hallam 3:15-4:15pm £22 (£2 per session)

Wednesday 

Trampolining R, Y1. Y2, Y3, Y4 SH Active 3:15-4:15pm £44 (£4 per session)

Make and Bake Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 Mrs Harding 3:15-4:15pm £33 (£3 per session)

Thursday 

Art and Craft Club All year groups Mrs Harding 3:15-4:15pm £33 (£3 per session)

Board Games All year groups Mrs Summers 3:15 – 4:15pm £33 (£3 per session)



Limetrees

▪ Every day, 3:15–6:00pm –
School Hall

▪ A fun, welcoming space with a 
wide range of activities for all 
children led by our new external 
provider. 

▪ £10 per session

▪ This club can be booked directly 
with The Limes Trees using the 
following link: 
https://thelimetrees.co.uk/ 

https://thelimetrees.co.uk/


OPAL

As we enter autumn and the field gets muddier, please ensure your 
child has a pair of named wellies and a puddle suit in school for 
lunchtimes. 

Short term projects for this term include the addition of slack lines, 
scooter boards, sociable seating areas and new hammocks.

Longer term OPAL projects include expanding the mud kitchen, creating 
large flower beds outside of Y2 and KS2 classrooms and  rewilding 
areas of the field. 

If you think you can help please let us know!

We’re grateful to receive any donations, from pallets to small world 
items -  please drop them at the school office. 



Diary Dates:

• Thursday 24th September- Colour Run

• Wednesday 30th September - Church

• Friday 16th October- Last day of the half term

• Monday 2nd November- Students return

• Friday 6th November- Individual and sibling school 
photographs

• 16th, 17th, 18th Novemeber-  Parents evening 

• Tuesday 24th November- Pantomime trip

• Thursday 10th December- Christingle

• Tuesday 15th December- School Christmas Disco

• Wednesday 16th December- Christmas Church Service led by 
Y4

• Friday 18th December- Last day of term

• Monday 4th January- INSET

• Tuesday 5th January- Students return
• Wed

• Friday 12th February- Last day of half term

• Monday 22nd February- Students return. 

• 22nd, 23rd, 24th March - Parents evening

• Thursday 25th March- Last day of Spring Half Term

• Monday 12TH April- Students return

• Monday 3rd May- Early May Bank Holiday

• Friday 28th May- Last day of the summer half term

• Monday 7th June- Students return

• Friday 23rd July- Last day of summer term

• 26th, 27th, 28th July- INSET



Packed lunch 

▪ In line with the new guidance and EYFS curriculum, ALL children are required to have 
a hot school dinner.

▪ We highly encourage the children to have this over a packed lunch!



Questions and Feedback

▪ If you have any questions or 
comments regarding the Welcome 
Meeting please use the QR code 
to complete the survey. 
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